
 
 

Born in Los Angles to Irish parents, we emigrated to Western Australia’s 
wheat belt in 1958. Many will relate to the hardships associated with 

transforming a 4000-acre virgin block into a viable farm, inhabited by 
kangaroos, emus and malleefowl. I believe this early start in life, associated 
with the lack of family support networks and the isolation of ‘the bush’ led 

to a passionate interest in communities. 
 
Living the life of a migrant child I understand the many barriers faced 

including the disparity in family values and shared histories.  
My father believed girls required an education and the ability to fend for 

themselves. His encouragement has resulted in my ability to think outside 

the box. Weighing issues and fact finding before making decisions about 

anything; never accepting anything on face value.  

During a 38-year career in 

health, I have accumulated 

several qualifications and a 

diverse skill set, as well as 

leadership roles along the 

way. My final decade in a 

managerial position extended 

across three council areas. 

Strategic planning, risk 

assessment, health and 

safety, staff development and 

governance were second 

nature to me. 

In community health terms, 

our brief was ‘cradle to the 

grave’, and the generational issues our communities faced, encompassing 

social, emotional and economic issues that impacted on their lives and 

health. This experience underscored the need for close consultation to meet 

community needs. People access information in many ways, so innovative 

practices are vital to ensure inclusion rather than exclusion.   

Successful teams are drawn from various backgrounds, work and life 

experiences. Their combined knowledge contributes and informs debate. 

Setting egos, political agendas and preconceptions aside allows listening 

with heart and mind; enabling negotiation and fair evaluation of facts and 

information to reach a consensus.  

I believe my ability and experience would be an asset to council dynamics.   
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